Friends, colleagues, and 
today’s stars remember 


Kurt Cobain and Nirvana 


KEN STRINGFELLOW 


(the Posies, R.E.M.) 
“We [the Posies] were 


rehearsing at the Craig Nicholls 
same practice space th e ne: 's) ; 
tied log | first heard Nirvana 
BUTCHVIG and | could tell they when | was around 
14. | knew it was not 


(producer, Nevermind; were starting to head 


ciation een the Spice Girls. It was 
‘urt was able to proj- '92 approached. | . ’ . 
ect alot of things at remember coming by serious. That’s what it 
the same time—rage, uy space one ad is: serious. | can’t put 
pain, after they rehearsed, j 
insecurity, fear. All and the whole floor it any other way. | . 
these complex was just covered with guess Nevermind is 
emotions could come spent whippets my favorite album. 
out of his voice ina —_ [nitrous oxide charg- , F 
single line. And his ers]|—it looked like But they re like the 
voice had that ragged 400 of them. | swear Beatles—all their , 
world-weariness to it they were only there aloums are g reat: This 
that | think is one of the for two hours. | was 5 
things people in such a different one s great cause of 
connected to. Probably place. | thought this, that one’s great 
the most amazing music was like a ‘cause of that. So 
thing about producing sacred space. | was ' H 
Nevermind was being sort of green at that Blea ch Is my favorite 
there, hearing and time. There was this JULIAN CASABLANCAS (the Strokes) lau hs] . No, it’s 
watching him sing all show at Motor Sports“! borrowed Nevermind from Nikolai [Fraiture. In Utero.” 
those songs. It was International Garage _ the Strokes’ bassist], or maybe he borrowed it 
like listening to in 1990, and it was —_ from me. | know that one of us bought it. | 
arawnerve." big. And there | could heard those songs and started playing 
definitely feel that guitar. “Polly” was the first song | ever figured 
suddenly all the kids out how to play. Nirvana started me into 
were galvanized into music—in a huge way, they're responsible for 
this universal excite- making me play. When | was 15, | started get- 
ment. That's when! ting even more intensely into them. | began 
started realizing that it collecting a lot of bootlegs. Nevermind was the 
‘wasn't just a local _ first of their records I'd heard, but my favorite 
phenomenon—it was __ is Incesticide. | just like those fucked-up 
a social change in songs. And the Vaselines covers [“Molly’s DAVE NAVARRO 
some way. It was like Lips” and “Son of a Gun"] got me into the (Jane's Addiction) 
a wave of energy that Vaselines. Nirvana were the first band to make “| recognize the anniver- 
really vitalized every- me want to find out about other bands. When sary, but | feel Kurt's 
one under the age | heard Kurt had died, | couldn't believe it. It loss 24/7—all the time. 
of 40. It was that was fucking weird.” So any particular date 
generations biggest doesn't make me miss 
statement so far.” him any more than | 
already do. I'll keep him 
in my heart.” 
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